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[SENATE.]

33d CoNGRESs,
1st Session.

REP. CoM.

No. 211.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
APRIL

17, 1854.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. PETTIT made the following

REPORT.
The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the "Memorial qf George Barrell and others, praying confirmation qf their title
to certain lands purchased of the Indian tribes on the noTthwest coast of
America ; or such compensation as Congress shall deem J'ust and proper
for their explorations and discoveries in those regions," have had the same
under consideration, and submit the following report :

The committee find a report upon said memorial, submitted to the
Senate on the 11th August, 1852, by Mr. Felch, then chairman of the
Committee on Public Lands, in which, after a full recital of the facts,
the committee make use of the following language, (see page 13 :)
"The principles relative to such new discoveries, it is belived, are
well settled in the code of civilized nations. The citizen of any country first taking possession, does so in the name of his nation ; and the
jurisdiction of the country, with the exclusive right to the soil, subject
to the possessory right of the natives, invests in the government of him
who first asserts and maintains possession. The right to extinguish
the possessory title of the natives does not vest in the individual discoverer, but in his government, and a purchase thus made by him of
the natives, would, it is conceived, give no title as against his government, unless made with the preyious consent of the latter, or subsequently confirmed by the proper authorities of his nation.
" If this view of the subject be correct, it follows that the owners of
th~t two vessels acquire no title in the land by their purchase of the Indian chiefs."
Your committee fully endorse the part of the report above set forth.
This, then, disposes of all that part of the memorial which was properly referable to this committee.
·
·
There is another proposition, however, in the memorial which conterpplates some pecuniary compensation for the losses and expenses
:i.Q.curred in this early exploration and settlement upon our northwest
coast. This question, your committee are of opinion, belongs exclu~ively to the Committee on Claims; they, therefore, without expressing
an opinion of the merits of this latter proposition, report hack the memorial, and recommend that all that part of the memorial which 1elates
to compensation for these early discoveries, explorations, and settlement, be referred to the Committee of Claims.

